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Cbc  Society  for  the  Relief 

of  the 

Destitute  Blind 

of  the 

City  of  New  York  and  Its  Vicinity 
EIGHTY-NINTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 


HOME:  GRAND  CONCOURSE  AND  193rd  STREET 
FOUNDED  BY  THE  REV.  EASTBURN  BENJAMIN 


Incorporated  May  1 9,  1 869 


OBJECT  OF  THE  SOCIETY  (quoted  from  Certificate  of 
Incorporation,  filed  May  19th,  1869;  amended  December  6th, 
1950)  : “That  the  business  and  object  for  which  said  Society 
is  to  be  formed,  are  to  afford  relief  to  the  Destitute  Blind 
by  providing  a home  for  them  and  as  far  as  it  can,  procur- 
ing work  to  enable  them  to  earn  their  own  livelihood.  . . .” 

For  89  years  the  Society  has  been  immeasurably  aided 
through  bequests  in  its  work  of  helping  the  needy  and 
friendless  blind.  No  bequest  or  gift  can  be  too  small. 
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; FORM  OF  BEQUEST 

► 

► 

► 

► 1 hereby  give  and  bequeath  to  “THE  SOCIETY  FOR 
” THE  RELIEF  OF  THE  DESTITUTE  BLIND  OF 

► i 

► THE  CITY  OF  NEW  YORK  AND  ITS  VICINITY”  < 

* the  sum  of Dollars 

► for  use  of  said  Society. 

► 


FOREWORD 

This  Annual  Report,  our  eighty-ninth,  covers  the  fiscal  year 
ended  September  30,  1957.  The  Society’s  officers  and  trustees 
are  deeply  indebted  to  all  the  friends,  past  and  present,  whose 
loyal  support  has  made  possible  almost  nine  decades  of  life- 
time care  for  needy  blind  people. 

We  are  reviewing  the  past  year  briefly  and  discussing  the 
means  by  which  the  pattern  of  daily  life  at  the  Home  is  being 
adapted  to  the  needs  of  the  family  of  blind  men  and  women 
who  are  at  present  residing  at  the  Home. 

The  Report  is  sent  with  sincere  thanks  to  all  the  friends 
who  are  helping  us  continue  this  service  to  dependent  blind 
people,  either  through  their  financial  contributions  or  in  other 
ways,  and  with  the  hope  that  we  may  look  forward  to  their 
continued  support  and  interest  in  the  welfare  of  our  blind 
residents. 


HENRY  PARISH  II 
President 


The  Horne  at  the  End  of  Its 
First  Eighty-nine  Years 

As  our  Home  for  needy 
blind  people  begins  its  nine- 
tieth year  of  service  and 
we  look  back  upon  the  prob- 
lems caused  in  recent  years 
by  steadily  rising  prices,  we 
are  particularly  grateful  to 
the  many  friends  who  have 
rallied  to  the  Home’s  sup- 
port. Their  generosity  has 
meant  the  undiminished 
care  and  security  for  the 
blind  people  entrusted  to 
our  care  which  we  are  re- 
cording in  this  Report. 

There  were  eighty-two  blind  people  in  the  Home  at  the 
end  of  the  fiscal  year.  Three  of  our  older  residents  died  in 
the  course  of  the  year.  Four  new  residents  were  welcomed  to 
the  Home. 

The  Society  assumes  full  lifetime  responsibility  for  the 
care  and  welfare  of  its  blind  people,  with  no  charge  for 
entrance  or  for  residence  in  the  Home.  In  fulfilling  that  obli- 
gation, it  has  always  attempted  to  adapt  the  Home’s  services 
and  activities  to  its  residents’  needs,  which  have  varied  from 
time  to  time  over  the  years,  largely  depending  upon  the  ages 
of  our  residents.  At  present,  because  of  their  long  residence 
in  the  Home,  our  blind  men  and  women  are  of  more  advanced 
average  age  than  in  former  years,  and  for  the  time  being  the 
Home’s  program  and  activities  are  being  adapted  accordingly. 


The  entrance  to  the  Home: 
way  to  lifetime  care 
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Health  Care 

Regular  physical  examinations  and  medical  care  for  our 
blind  residents  are  provided  in  the  Home’s  infirmary  by  an 
attending  physician  and  his  staff  of  registered  and  practical 
nurses.  Outside  medical  consultation  and  hospitalization  are 
provided  and  paid  for  by  the  Society  as  required.  The  services 
of  an  ophthalmologist,  a dentist,  and  a podiatrist  are  also  avail- 
able as  needed. 

Selection  and  Preparation  of  Food 

The  selection  of  meals  at  the  Home  is  given  personal  atten- 
tion by  the  director,  who  also  supervises  their  careful  prepara- 
tion and  service.  All  the  food  is  of  a high  quality;  fresh  vege- 
tables and  fruit  and  the  better  cuts  of  meat  are  served  daily. 

Living  Quarters 

The  personal  living  quarters  at 
the  Home  consist  of  single  and 
double  bedrooms  only.  No  room  is 
occupied  by  more  than  two  blind 
people.  Each  room  is  equipped 
with  a radio,  a source  of  great 
pleasure  to  blind  people.  Because 
of  their  importance  to  our  resi- 
dents, the  radios  are  maintained  in 
excellent  condition.  A great  deal 
of  the  bedroom  furniture  was  re- 
placed last  year  by  new  pieces  espe- 
cially adapted  to  the  convenience 
and  safety  of  blind  people.  The  re- 
mainder of  the  bedroom  furniture 
is  being  replaced  during  the  cur- 
rent year. 
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Pride  m personal  appear- 
ance is  important  to 
morale 


As  in  the  past,  our 
workshop  is  operated 
solely  for  the  benefit  of 
our  blind  people.  At  the 
present  time  it  is  offer- 
ing a program  of  light 
work,  since  our  current 
residents  are  too  old  to 
undertake  the  training 
for  rehabilitation  and 
self-support  which  in  re- 

. . r , cent  years  has  meant  so 

Radio  broadcasts  of  sports  events  find  } 

an  eager  audience  much  to  younger  handi- 

capped people.  This  light 
work,  consisting  of  needlework,  knitting,  re-caning  of  chairs, 
mattress  renovation,  with  extra  facilities  for  individual  resi- 
dents with  special  interests,  gives  our  blind  people  a feeling 
of  accomplishment  and  is  valuable  in  maintaining  interest  and 
morale. 


Workshop  Activities 


Religious  Observance 

Religious  observance  plays  an  important  part  in  the  lives 
of  our  blind  residents.  In  addition  to  a weekly  chapel  service 
at  the  Home,  outside  worship  in  their  respective  faiths  is  made 
possible  through  transportation  and  guides  provided  by  various 
congregations  and  individuals. 

A careful  record  of  the  religious  affiliations  and  preferences 
of  our  individual  residents  is  maintained,  and  the  basic  rites 
of  their  various  faiths  are  performed  at  the  Home  for  those 
who  for  any  reason  are  unable  to  attend  outside  services.  Their 
wishes  as  to  funeral  and  burial  arrangements  are  also  carefully 
recorded  and  observed. 
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Social  Life  and  Recreation 

The  social  and  recreational  life  of  our  blind  people  is  very 
active.  A number  of  spacious  rooms  are  set  aside  for  group 
recreation  and  for  the  entertainment  of  friends  and  relatives. 
Pianos,  radios,  and  record-players  are  distributed  among  these 
various  recreation  rooms.  Impromptu  musical  gatherings  and 
dances  are  frequent.  A record-player  is  provided  for  the  repro- 
duction of  “talking-book”  recordings,  which  are  popular. 
Summer  vacations  are  arranged  for  those  residents  who  wish 
them. 

Other  facilities  for  recreation  at  the  Home  include  bedroom 
radios,  reading-matter  in  Braille,  and  outdoor  exercise  in  the 
beautiful  garden,  where  the  residents  also  like  to  gather  in 
groups  and  relax  on  comfortable  benches  during  the  warmer 
months. 

Besides  the  Home’s  own  recreational  and  social  facilities, 
friends  of  the  Society  provide  a wide  range  of  other  individual 
and  group  entertainment.  An  idea  of  the  scope  and  variety 
of  these  additional  social  activities  is  conveyed  in  our  Card 
of  Thanks  on  the  inside  back  cover  of  this  Report. 

“Talking-books”  are  a source  of  interest  and  inspiration 


OFFICERS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1956-1957 


President 

Henry  Parish,  2nd 

Vice-Presidents 

O’Donnell  Iselin  Charles  S.  McVeigh,  Jr. 


Treasurer 
John  Brooks 


Assistant  Treasurer 

John  C.  Orr,  2nd 


Secretary 

Edmund  P.  Rogers,  Jr. 


Finance  Committee 

O’Donnell  Iselin  Henry  Parish,  2nd  Philip  M.  Brett,  Jr. 

Auditing  Committee 

Charles  S.  McVeigh,  Jr.  Edmund  P.  Rogers,  Jr. 


Law  Committee 

Lawrason  Riggs  Charles  S.  McVeigh,  Jr.  Edmund  P.  Rogers,  Jr. 


Executive  Committee 
Charles  S.  McVeigh,  Jr.,  Chairman 

Edmund  P.  Rogers,  Jr.  Philip  M.  Brett,  Jr.  John  C.  Orr,  2nd 
The  President,  Ex  Officio  The  Treasurer,  Ex  Officio 


Attorneys 

Benedict  and  Hurry 
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T rustees 


Philip  M.  Brett,  Jr 

John  Brooks 

Stephen  C.  Clark 

George  Crawford 

O’Donnell  Iselin 

Charles  S.  McVeigh,  Jr. 

John  C.  Orr,  2nd 

Henry  Parish,  2nd 

Lawrason  Riggs 

Edmund  P.  Rogers,  Jr 


40  Wall  Street,  N.  Y.  City 

100  Broadway,  N.  Y.  City 

149  Broadway,  N.  Y.  City 

.7  East  42nd  St.,  N.  Y.  City 
....40  Wall  Street,  N.  Y.  City 

60  Wall  Street,  N.  Y.  City 

100  Broadway,  N.  Y.  City 

....42  Wall  Street,  N.  Y.  City 
74  Trinity  Place,  N.  Y.  City 
25  Broadway,  N.  Y.  City 
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PAST  OFFICERS 


Presidents 

Rev.  Eastburn  Benjamin 1868-1874 

Rev.  J.  J.  Roberts 1874-1884 

Charles  H.  Leland 1884-1890 

Edwin  S.  Coles 1890-1896 

Hon.  Henry  E.  Howland 1896-1913 

William  Foulke 1913-1920 

Lewis  Spencer  Morris 1920-1944 

Stephen  C.  Clark 1945-1950 

George  Crawford 1950-1953 

Henry  Parish,  2nd 1953- 

V ice-Presidenls 

Rev.  Dr.  W.  A.  McVickar 1871-1873 

Rev.  Dr.  C.  B.  Wyatt 1871-1872 

Rev.  Dr.  C.  E.  Swope 1872-1873 

D.  I.ydig  Suydam 1873-1878 

G.  W.  T.  Lord 1873-1874 

1878-1881 

N.  P.  Hosack.. 1874-1878 

Townsend  Cox 1878-1883 

F.  H.  Weeks 1881-1886 

B.  F.  Corlies 1883-1886 

W.  W.  Culver 1886-1892 

E.  S.  Coles 1889-1891 

J.  McCarter 1891-1893 

H.  Manuel 1892-1894 

Hon.  H.  E.  Howland 1893-1896 

Lyman  Rhoades 1894-1907 

M.aj.  Gen.  C.  F.  Roe 1896-1913 

Archibald  D.  Russell 1907-1913 

Frederic  deP.  Foster 1903-1929 

Howland  Pell 1913-1928 

Stephen  C.  Clark 1929-1944 

Edmund  P.  Rogers 1928-1948 

Lucius  Wilmerding .. 1945-1949 

O’Donnell  Iselin 1948-1950 

1956- 

Walter  N.  Stillman 1949-1956 

Henry  Parish,  2nd 1950-1953 

Charles  S.  McVeigh,  Jr 1953- 
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Secretaries 


Edwin  S.  Coles 1871-1891 

James  McCarter 1891-1893 

Henry  J.  Cammaxn. 1893-1903 

C.  A.  Sciiermerhorn 1903-1914 

Charles  C.  Bull 1914-1924 

Lawrason  Riggs  1924-1950 

Charles  S.  McVeigh,  Jr 1950-1953 

Edmund  P.  Rogers,  Jr 1953- 

Treasurers 

Horace  Manuel  1871-1896 

Henry  C.  Swords 1896-1914 

Lewis  Spencer  Morris 1914-1917 

1919- 1920 

Frederic  F.  de  Rham 1917-1919 

1920- 1931 
1935-1938 

1 1.  Pendleton  Rogers 1931-1935 

John  Brooks  1938- 

Assistant  Treasurer 

John  C.  Orr,  2nd.. 1955- 
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FINANCIAL  STATEMENT 


Fiscal  Year  October  1,  1956 — September  30,  1957 

Income  From  All  Sources: 

Investments  $154,591.16 

Remittances  from  Trusts  Not  Administered  by  Society 39,062.10 

Contributions  39,247.95 

Workshop  2,452.26 

Miscellaneous  358.04 

$235,711.51 

Operating  Expenses  : 

Home  Management,  Housekeeping,  Operation  of  Building $ 40,886.73 

Provisions,  including  Preparation  and  Service 44,149.52 

Fuel,  Gas,  Electricity - 13,610.25 

House  Supplies  2,977.92 

Physician  and  Nurses 26,270.38 

Medical  Supplies  and  Outside  Hospital  Service 6,939.97 

W orkshop  6,553.96 

Building  Maintenance  and  Repairs 46,716.10 

Fiduciary,  Legal,  and  Auditing  Fees 3,528.50 

Insurance  3,575.81 

Pensions  and  Payments  to  Cooperating  Agencies.... 7,305.00 

Social  Security 2,315.83 

Hospitalization  Insurance  1,298.48 

Public  Relations 15,923.92 

Various  6.489.99 

$228,542.36 

Excess  of  Income  Over  Operating  Expenses $ 7,169.15 


Should  you  wish  more  information  about  the  Society's  financial 
statement,  please  write  Mr.  John  Brooks,  Treasurer, 

100  Broadway,  New  York  5,  N.  Y. 
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MANAGEMENT  OF  THE  HOME 


Miss  Lillian  T.  MacKinnon ..Director  (FOrdham  7-2085; 

Mrs.  Helena  McVey Workshop  Supervisor 

Miss  Sidonie  Pichon Nurse  in  Charge 

Herbert  B.  Wilcox,  Jr.,  M.D Attending  Physician 

The  Attending  Physician  is  on  the  staff  of  Columbia  Presby- 
terian Medical  Center  and  whenever  necessary  calls  upon  special- 
ists from  the  Medical  Center  staff  for  consultation. 
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Visitor 

The  Rt.  Rev.  Horace  W.  B.  Donegan,  D.D.,  S.T.D. 
The  Bishop  of  New  York 


Chaplains 

Rev.  Harry  R.  Coleman 
Rev.  Lawrence  B.  Larsen 
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NEW  BEQUESTS  RECEIVED  DURING  THE 
FISCAL  YEAR  ENDED  SEPTEMBER  30,  1957 


Estate  of  Martha  J.  McClatchey $ 1,000.00 

Estate  of  Martha  S.  Reynolds 6,400.00 

Estate  of  Amy  Robie 1,523.24 

Estate  of  Emma  R.  Winters 10,487.64 

Estate  of  Valerie  Forbes  Sands 5,000.00 

Estate  of  T.  Arnold  Rau 98,464.24 

Estate  of  Charles  B.  Reid 305.59 

$123,180.71 


FORM  OF  BEQUEST 


I hereby  give  and  bequeath  to  "THE  SOCIETY  FOR 
THE  RELIEF  OF  THE  DESTITUTE  BLIND  OF 
THE  CITY  OF  NEW  YORK  AND  ITS  VICINITY" 

th  e sum  of Dollars 

for  use  of  said  Society. 
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A CARD  OF  THANKS 

Our  Eighty-ninth  Annual  Report  is  addressed,  with  sincere 
thanks,  both  to  the  friends  who  contribute  to  the  welfare  of  our 
blind  men  and  women  through  their  financial  support  and  to 
those  who  contribute  in  other  ways. 

We  convey  our  deep  appreciation  to  the  printing  firm  which 
for  many  years  has  contributed  our  Annual  Reports  without 
cost  to  the  Society.  Although  the  donor  wishes  to  remain 
anonymous,  it  is  fitting  that  this  splendid  contribution  be  noted. 

We  are  grateful  to  the  many  friends  who  provide  treats  of 
refreshments,  donate  subscriptions  to  periodicals  in  Braille, 
entertain  residents  in  their  homes,  remember  individual  resi- 
dents on  birthdays  and  at  the  holidays,  and  serve  as  guides 
and  shoppers;  to  the  various  congregations  and  individuals  who 
assign  guides  and  transportation  to  places  of  worship;  and  to 
the  clubs  and  various  groups  which  furnish  musical  and  other 
entertainment. 

We  are  indebted,  too,  to  the  agencies  which  contribute  read- 
ing-matter and  instruction  in  Braille,  “talking-book”  recordings, 
social  and  recreational  facilities,  assign  guides,  shoppers,  and 
readers,  and  furnish  transportation. 

All  these  services  mean  a great  deal  to  our  blind  people, 
and  we  send  renewed  thanks  to  all  the  friends — agencies, 
organizations,  and  individuals  too  numerous  to  mention  by 
name — who  brighten  the  lives  of  our  residents  in  these  ways. 


Visitors  to  the  Home  are  always  welcome. 


